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GS1‟s role
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GS1 is here to support the 
development of globally 
aligned data standards and 
implementation guidance 
based on industry need and 
requirements.

• Not for profit
• Industry governed
• Global footprint - 118 countries
• Technology and industry agnostic
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Once upon a time…

…on April 3, 1973
The GS1 Barcode was born.

 He learnt how to automate Point of Sale
 He made over 2M friends in industry.
 He was placed on over 1 billion products.
 And was invited to all the retailer parties.

He became, as the BBC declared "One of the 50 things that made the modern 
economy."
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…Meanwhile…

…on January 1st, 1983 (almost exactly 10 years 
later) the Internet was born.

She also had humble beginnings, but soon 
shaped the way we do commerce globally!

For almost 30 years they lived their lives separately, even though they had 
heard of one another and had friends in common.



Then, on the 7th

of March 2014
it all changed!

The GS1 Digital Link-enabled 2D Barcode 
was born.
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GS1 Digital Link-enabled QR code is here…
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AS ISO/IEC 15459
Global Trade Item 
Number (GTIN)
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The Journey to GS1 Powered QR Codes has entered its 
transition phase around the world
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Check you have the most recent 
version. Text should say „When all 

retail point-of-sale systems will aim 
to scan 2D Barcodes, world-wide 
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Global brands that have adopted Digital Labelling overseas, 
are already deploying in Australia
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Content shared with the permission of PepsiCo
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Digital Product labels 
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• Brand and product 

marketing

• Sustainability credentials

• Nutritional facts and recipes

• Recycling methods

• Batch details

• Ingredient origins and 

allergens

• Promotions

• Loyalty programs 

• Recall notifications 
All easily accessed from a single symbol that      

will still go beep at the checkout!
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Powered by Technology for “Tomorrow and Beyond”
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De-Mystifying GS1 2D Barcodes and how they differ from your 
everyday QR code

Want to know more?
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• 2D Summit
• Free Face to Face event
• Tuesday 29th October 2024
• Waterview in Bicentennial 

Park, Homebush, Sydney 
• Free Parking onsitehttps://www.gs1au.org/st

andards/traceability/ngtag

Registrations will open soon – to receive an invitation email 
me at bonnie.ryan@gs1au.org

https://www.gs1au.org/standards/traceability/ngtag
https://www.gs1au.org/standards/traceability/ngtag
mailto:bonnie.ryan@gs1au.org
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543,408,739 product records across over 30 product categories

Update on the GS1 Global Product Registry 
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• 20.4m building products (5th largest category)

• 6.3m electrical products

• 5.05m plumbing & heating

• 22m food products

• 165m clothing products (largest category)

Retailer 
or end 
user
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