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What are 

Environmental Product 

Declarations and why 

are they important?
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EPDs are independently verified and registered 

documents that provide transparent and comparable 

data about the life-cycle environmental impact of 

products.

EPDs enable engineers, architects, and specifiers to 

understand and compare the embodied carbon 

impact of the materials supplied into their projects.

EPDs can help customers compare and choose the 

best product to meet IS and Green Star ratings.

300 EPDs published through EPD 

Australasia, from 100+ companies

120,000 EPDs for 

construction products 

available globally, 

published through 40 

programmes

Source: constructionlca.co.uk

Listed on: epd-australasia.com 20/08/2024
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What to look for in comparing EPDs from 
different suppliers
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CREDIBLE PROGRAMME

ISO 14025 is the generic EPD standard

The EN 15804 standard defines how companies 

should proceed to create EPDs in construction 

industries.

EN 15804 ensures EPDs can be compared and 

combined into building scale Life Cycle 

Assessments
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What to look for

COMPARING EPDs

COMPARABILITY (EN 15804)

COMPREHENSIVE

VERIFIED

Of the 120,000 EPD for construction 

products, only about 40,000 use EN 15804
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CREDIBLE PROGRAMME

EPDs provide comprehensive information, covering:

• General Information

• Information on LCA Methodology

• Product Information

• Impact Results

• Additional Information
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What to look for

COMPARING EPDs

COMPARABILITY (EN 15804)

COMPREHENSIVE

VERIFIED

Beware of 1-page EPDs, it’s not a fact sheet.
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CREDIBLE PROGRAMME
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What to look for

COMPARING EPDs

COMPARABILITY (EN 15804)

COMPREHENSIVE

VERIFIED

EPDs must be independently verified by a qualified 

professional.

15 approved verifiers by EPD Australasia

LCA report: 66 categories in the check list

EPD document: 34 categories in the check list

EPDs cannot be self-declared
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CREDIBLE PROGRAMME
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What to look for

COMPARING EPDs

COMPARABILITY (EN 15804)

COMPREHENSIVE

VERIFIED

ISO 14025 compliant EPD programmes have 

programme operators responsible for:

• Maintain publicly available lists and records of EPDs and PCRs

• Ensure EPD requirements are followed

• Ensure the selection of competent independent verifiers

• Help avoid misuse of references to standards and use of logos

Make sure there’s legitimate programme 

operator behind the EPD
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EXAMPLE
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EXAMPLE
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Overview and implications of recent 
changes to the Australasian EPD 
guidelines

What changes are coming in the future?
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• Inaugural member of of the International EPD 

System’s global service network
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EPD Australasia

CONTEXT
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• Inaugural member of of the International EPD 

System’s global service network

• The International EPD System is based in Europe 

(Sweden) and has a natural focus on the European 

market.
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EPD Australasia

CONTEXT
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• Inaugural member of of the International EPD 

System’s global service network

• The International EPD System is based in Europe 

(Sweden) and has a natural focus on the European 

market.

• The European sustainability and circular economy 

market is largely driven by the European Green Deal
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CONTEXT
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• Inaugural member of of the International EPD 

System’s global service network

• The International EPD System is based in Europe 

(Sweden) and has a natural focus on the European 

market.

• The European sustainability and circular economy 

market is largely driven by the European Green Deal

• The Green Deal includes the Ecodesign for 

Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR) which 

enables the setting of performance and information 

conditions.A
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• Inaugural member of of the International EPD 

System’s global service network

• The International EPD System is based in Europe 

(Sweden) and has a natural focus on the European 

market.

• The European sustainability and circular economy 

market is largely driven by the European Green Deal

• The Green Deal includes the Ecodesign for 

Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR) which 

enables the setting of performance and information 

conditions.

• The ESPR will introduce a Digital Product Passport, 

a digital identity card for products, components, and 

materials
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• Inaugural member of of the International EPD 

System’s global service network

• The International EPD System is based in Europe 

(Sweden) and has a natural focus on the European 

market.

• The European sustainability and circular economy 

market is largely driven by the European Green Deal

• The Green Deal includes the Ecodesign for 

Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR) which 

enables the setting of performance and information 

conditions.

• The ESPR will introduce a Digital Product Passport, 

a digital identity card for products, components, and 

materials

• EPDs plays a critical part of the Digital Product 

Passport.
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CONTEXT
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Mission Statements:
1.Advocate of the building & construction LCA Stakeholders

2.Quality Manager of verified product data

3.Data provider

4.Enabler of success

100+ members, incl:
• EPD programme operators

• Green Building Councils

• Trade Associations

• Data and Tool Providers

• Manufacturers
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123 out of 14,377 from Australia
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API Integration Opportunities

Modelling Software

LCA Tools

Material Libraries and Specification Tools
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The differences between EPD schemes 
from different countries and how that may 
impact EPD usage.

A
U
S
T
R
A
L
I
A
N
 
E
P
D
S
 
F
O
R
 
B
U
I
L
D
I
N
G
 

P
R
O
D
U
C
T
S



To use only a portion select FILL then crop, 

© 2023 EDGE ENVIRONMENT PTY LTD

• Lack of harmonisation has been an issue within the EPD system since the 2000s

• Mutual recognition common between EPD Programme Operators, but often multiple 
operators within countries and regions

• Lots of sources of discrepancy:

• Product Category Rules (PCRs) variability

• LCA modelling choices

• Use of different background databases

• Geographical scope and local adaptations

• Inclusion of capital goods and personnel activities

• Default values and assumptions

• Verification processes

• 10 – 20% variation between common between programme operators (same product)

• The ECO Platform is an active initiative driving consistency, quality and collaboration

• Digitalization of EPD data and the introduction of the European Digital Product Passport 
are expected to significantly contribute to more consistency and comparability
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Same Product, 
Different Score

Read more: konradsen, F., Hansen, K.S.H., Ghose, A. Et al. Same product, different score: how methodological differences affect EPD results. 
Int J life cycle assess 29, 291–307 (2024). Https://doi.Org/10.1007/s11367-023-02246-x

40 EPD Programme 

Operators Globally

Many countries with 2 – 3 operators 

(incl. Australia, Japan, South Korea, 

UK, USA, Germany, France)



To use only a portion select FILL then crop, 

© 2023 EDGE ENVIRONMENT PTY LTD

• Lack of harmonisation has been an issue within the EPD system since the 2000s

• Mutual recognition common between EPD Programme Operators, but often multiple 
operators within countries and regions

• Lots of sources of discrepancy:

• Product Category Rules (PCRs) variability

• LCA modelling choices

• Use of different background databases

• Geographical scope and local adaptations

• Inclusion of capital goods and personnel activities

• Default values and assumptions

• Verification processes

• 10 – 20% variation between common between programme operators (same product)

• The ECO Platform is an active initiative driving consistency, quality and collaboration

• Digitalization of EPD data and the introduction of the European Digital Product Passport 
are expected to significantly contribute to more consistency and comparability

A
U
S
T
R
A
L
I
A
N
 
E
P
D
S
 
F
O
R
 
B
U
I
L
D
I
N
G
 

P
R
O
D
U
C
T
S

Same Product, 
Different Score

Read more: konradsen, F., Hansen, K.S.H., Ghose, A. Et al. Same product, different score: how methodological differences affect EPD results. 
Int J life cycle assess 29, 291–307 (2024). Https://doi.Org/10.1007/s11367-023-02246-x



To use only a portion select FILL then crop, 

© 2023 EDGE ENVIRONMENT PTY LTD

• The Gold Standard: EPDs are seen as the gold standard for 

environmental information and are independently verified to meet 

international standards (ISO 14025 and EN15804) which is why they are 

recognised by Greenstar.

• More EPDs = Improved Decision-making: Increasing numbers of 

EPDs for similar products mean that decision making can be improved.

• Disruptive Digitalisation: Recent changes to single dataset EPDs are 

driven by the move to digitalise EPD data. 

• Significant investment is being made to enable EPD data to be more 

readily available.

• Access & APIs open up for automation, innovation and improved 

quality

• Frequent changes to EPD programme rules internationally have 

created challenges however we are expecting these to settle now.

• Too many EPD Programmes = Inconsistencies: Important to ensure 

the credibility of the EPD programme when comparing EPD data, key 

factors for building products include compliance with EN15804 and 

acceptance by ECO Platform.
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Closing
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Thank You!
Sydney

Suite 501, 39 East Esplanade

Manly, NSW 2095, Australia

+61 2 9438 0100

info@edgeimpact.global

Adelaide

Office 8 Level 3, 366 King William Street

Adelaide SA 5000 Australia

+61 8 8232 4823

info@edgeimpact.global

Melbourne

80 Market Street

South Melbourne, VIC 3205, Australia

+61 2 9438 0100

info@edgeimpact.global

Santiago

Avenida Providencia 2315,

Oficina 602, Providencia, Chile

+56 9 7703 2645

info@edgeimpact.global

Boston

269 Cordaville Road,

Southborough, MA 01772, USA

+1 774 206 9172

info@edgeimpact.global

Auckland

Generator NZ, 12 Madden

Street, Auckland 1010, NZ

info@edgeimpact.global


